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SYLLABUS

HONORS Earth/Environmental Science
Course # 35015X0

Instructor:  Will Benner
Room Number: B114
Spring 2017
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Earth/Environmental Science is the study of the function of the Earth’s systems.  This course focuses on the concepts of matter, energy, plate tectonics, environmental awareness, materials and resource availability, and the cycles that circulate energy and material through Earth’s systems.  Students will explore this curriculum by utilizing active learning strategies including lab investigations, demonstrations, class discussions, research, group work and lecture.
INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS 

Throughout this course you will be introduced to the basic concepts of meteorology, astronomy, geology, ecology and oceanography while focusing on the human contribution to these sciences and our environment.  You will be challenged both academically and socially to strive for excellence.  
NEEDS AND RESOURCES

Required Materials
1. Three Ring Binder (preferably 2”)

2. Notebook Paper

3. Number 2 pencils or pens

4. Markers or crayons and a hi-liter 
5. Calculator (any)

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

General Rules:

1. Be on time!

2. Be prepared (homework, pencil/pen, notebook, book, and go to restroom between classes.

3. Be respectful (no profanity/back-talk) to everyone in the room.

4. Respect the classroom environment 

5. No electronic devices (cell phones, mp3 players, etc) may be used once class has begun unless you are given directions to do so by the instructor.  If it is seen, it will be taken to the office for you or your child to pick up at the end of the day.  PLEASE NOTE that teachers should not be held responsible for technology that has been taken due a student’s not following this rule!!
Each student is expected to enter and exit the classroom with respect, dignity and integrity.  If at any point a student does not adhere to this policy they will be asked to conference in private with the instructor.  Once a meeting of the minds is reached the student will call home/work and speak to a parent if a detention is given.  A student may be referred to administration if the instructor feels it is necessary.

Grading Policies:

Grading will be weighted as follows: 

15% - Daily assignments (Class work, homework, labs)              

50% - Tests (Unit)                                                                         
35% - Quizzes and benchmarks *                                                   
***NOTE
Final Exam…………………………25% of Final Grade   (The final exam is a required state exam)
Cumulative benchmark assessments will be given every 4.5 weeks to assess your child’s growth and success.
Your child will be graded/assessed daily in this class and every assignment that is given to your child is graded.  Assessments may come in the form of tests, quizzes, pop quizzes, out-of-school assignments, essays, multiple choice questions, group assignments and oral presentations.

Grading Scale:

89.5-100………A

79.5- 89.4……..B

69.5-79.4……...C

59.5-69.4……...D

< 59.5...……….F

Differentiation for honors students
Honors students are both expected to learn more content and work at a higher level of understanding.  This is in order to better prepare my students for the next level (AP Biology and AP Physics are primary considerations).
Late work policies:
Late work will not be accepted if a student was not absent when it was given or taken up.
Make-up work policies:

Make up work must be completed and turned in within 5 days (10 days if excessive absences with teacher permission) of an absence and can be found on the wall beside the door (to the right upon entering my room).  It is the student’s responsibility to get make up work from the wall and to get any notes/information he may have missed from a classmate or sign up to do it after school.  If a student is absent on the day of a test they have 2 days to schedule a time to stay after school and make up the test.  Tests will be announced multiple times and well in advance.  Therefore, a student who is absent the day before a test will still be required to take the test on the day it is given.  Please note: the highest grade a student may receive for an assignment given on a day that they have an unexcused absence is a 59!  (This is WHS policy)

Academic Misconduct Policy: 

Cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information constitutes academic misconduct, and the disciplinary procedures specified in the Student Handbook will be followed. Your work may be submitted to an on-line plagiarism detection service. 
Pacing Guide
Unit 1 Properties of Water & Heat Transfer………………….10 days
Unit 2 Plate Tectonics………………….10 days
Unit 3 Groundwater………………….10 days
Unit 4 Surface Water………………….15 days
Unit 5 Atmosphere…………………...5 days
Unit 6 Weather & Climate………………….10 days
Unit 7 Earth and Space…………………...10 days
Unit 8 Human Environmental Impacts…………………...10 days
Unit 9 Exam Review…………………...5 days
Focus will be placed on how the processes and interactions of each of these Earth systems affect the biosphere as well as the human impact on each system.  *See attached for unit descriptions.
***This is given as a guideline and may vary according to student need and performance
*****VERY IMPORTANT, PLEAS READ!!:

YOUR CHILD WILL HAVE HOMEWORK FREQUENTLY!! 

They are responsible for writing their homework in their school agenda that is provided for them and will be given time in class to do so daily.  
Please let me know if your child has special needs that I need to be made aware of by emailing me within the first week of school.
CONTACT INFORMATION – The best way to reach me is to email me.
· Will Benner
· 336-476-1500x2114
· wbenner@randolph.k12.nc.us
Please keep these papers at home in case you should need to review them later.
Please sign and return this page so that I may keep it for my records:
*****VERY IMPORTANT, PLEAS READ!!:
YOUR CHILD WILL HAVE HOMEWORK FREQUENTLY!! 

They are responsible for writing their homework in their school agenda that is provided for them and will be given time in class to do so daily.  
Please let me know if your child has special needs that I need to be made aware of by emailing me within the first week of school.
I have read Mr. Benner’s Class Syllabus and understand the expectations and the grading scale as well as rules and consequences for this class.

Student Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ______

Parent Signature:   _____________________________________ Date: ______

