Pre-Lab: questions to answer (in your lab notebook) before doing the lab

Lab Title: _____________________

1. Establishing the learning context for the lab.

a. What is the scientific principle that you are supposed to be learning about by doing the lab?

b. Write down an overview about this scientific principle.

2. Establishing the goals of the lab.

a. List the objectives for the lab.  (What is the purpose of the lab?)

b. Summarize the procedures in enough detail to complete the lab using only your procedure written in your lab notebook (because you will have to).

3. Establishing a safe lab environment.

a. Name the chemicals/equipment being used in the lab and the precautions that should be taken with each.

4. Establishing your hypothesis for the lab.

a. State your hypothesis (educated prediction, not dumb guess) for the outcome of the lab procedure.  This must be related to the variables involved in the experiment and the purpose. Explain your reasoning.  If you ever write a research proposal, this is the most important part.

